
 

 
 

 
MINUTES 
 
Board President Joe von Herrmann called the meeting to order at 4:03 and asked Trustee Twining 
to lead the audience in the pledge. 
 
Members Present:      Sherri Brennan    Joe von Herrmann 
    Sharon Mele   Linda Millhollin 
   Chucker Twining 
    
Staff: Danna Fritz, Jon Lenz, Leigh Ann Blessing, Darlene Hodge, Diane Baumhover 
 
Guests:  None 
 
Public Comment:  
None 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Trustee Twining moved to adopt the consent agenda as presented.   
Second:  Trustee Brennan 
Ayes:  Mele, Brennan, Millhollin, von Herrmann, Twining 
Noes:  None 
 
Presentations/Recognitions 
Leigh Ann Blessing gave a presentation to the board about the revenues received by the County 
Office.  For the past few years during the budget crisis, a deficit factor has been applied so we are 
not receiving full funding.  This year is projected to be a 77% payment of the full amount.  Usually 
the state catches up these deficited payments, but we will have to wait and see what happens.  In 
the last five years the County Office has lost approximately $300,000 in funding, which is 25% of 
our total revenue limit funding.  One way the state planned to lessen the impact to the districts was 
to allow some flexibility with restricted funds.  Now we are able to use funds previously restricted to 
particular programs or purposes for whatever is needed.  Statewide it meant that about 4.5 billion 
dollars were taken out of restricted and categorical programs and made available to the general 
fund.  This plan was scheduled to expire in 2014, but it has been extended through the 2014-2015 
school year.   
 
Another form of funding we have received is the ARRA funds.  The County Office has received 
$250,000 in ARRA funding.  That has helped mitigate some of the loss we have received in the last 
few years, but we won’t be receiving any more ARRA funds.  Forest Reserve funds may not be 
available in the future, either.  It is $123,000 that the office will lose if that is not reauthorized.   We 
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still do not know what the state will do in the coming year, but we need to get creative in dealing 
with these losses.   
   
 
District Report 
None  
 
 
Staff Report 
None 
 
Action Items: 
 
Letter of Support for AB 452 
Trustee Twining moved to adopt a letter in support of AB 452 which addressed some inequities in 
Charter School Funding. 
Second: Trustee Mele 
 
After some discussion, Trustees Twining and Mele withdrew the motion and second and Trustee 
Twining made a new motion. 
 
Trustee Twining moved to direct Joe von Herrmann, Joe Silva and Jeanie Smith to write a letter in 
support of AB 452 and bring it back to the board in June. 
Second: Trustee Mele 
Ayes:  Mele, Brennan, Millhollin, von Herrmann, Twining 
Noes:  None 
 
 
Resolution #2011-05 
Superintendent Silva asked the board to adopt a resolution in support of the California Week of 
Action.   
 
Trustee Mele moved to adopt resolution #2011-05 
Second: Trustee Millhollin 
Ayes:  Mele, Brennan, Millhollin, von Herrmann, Twining 
Noes:  None 
 
 
Date of the Budget Hearing 
Prior to June 30, 2011, the board is required to hold a public hearing before adopting the 2011-
2012 budget.  Superintendent Silva asked the board to approve June 13th, a regularly scheduled 
board meeting, as the date of the hearing.   
 
Trustee Brennan moved to approve the June 13, 2011 board meeting as the date of the public 
hearing for the 2011-2012 budget.   
Second: Trustee Twining  
Ayes:  Mele, Brennan, Millhollin, von Herrmann, Twining  
Noes:  None 
 



 

Discussion Items 
None 
 
Information Items 
None 
 
Comments: 
 
County Superintendent 
 

• Superintendent Silva informed the board that Sue Burr, Executive Director of CCSESA 
has resigned her position.  She has been appointed by the Governor to be the 
Executive Director of the State Board of Education.   

• Superintendent Silva’s lobbying trip to Washington DC last week with CCSESA was 
very positive.  They were able to share their message with people back there and 
learned a lot about the workings of the government.  One of their messages was to 
request full funding for current initiatives like IDEA.   

• A group of union representatives and Superintendent Silva met with the Union 
Democrat editorial board last week to discuss common strategies about the tax 
extension.  A group of union individuals are going to write an op-ed piece for the 
newspaper. 

• Superintendent Silva also met with Senator Berryhill on similar topics.  It was a very 
productive meeting.  Senator Berryhill really wants to support education.   

 
Board 

• Trustee Mele said that the Teacher Appreciation dinner was very nice.  They missed 
Joe, but Juliana did a very nice job.  

• Trustee von Herrmann mentioned that he was involved in an event in the LA area, 
specifically at Southgate Middle School.  When he arrived at the school, it was 
boarded up with fencing all around and looked like it was no longer in operation.  To 
his surprise, it was in operation. It made him realize how lucky we are to live in 
Tuolumne County. 

• Trustee von Herrmann gave a brief report on the Golden Lakes Charter School.  They 
are still looking for a location for their campus.  The most recent option is a place on 
the corner of J59 and Bonds Flat Road, across the street from the Hacienda.  They are 
facing some difficult issues.   

• Trustee Twining asked about the situation at Connections Performing Arts Academy.  
Superintendent Silva indicated that the Summerville Union High School District board 
put the principal on administrative leave.  They are having another meeting on the 11th. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
Joseph A Silva, Jr.  
County Superintendent and Secretary to the Board 
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