
Instruction BP 6142.92(a) 
 
MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTION 
 
 
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Office desires to offer a rigorous 
mathematics program that provides a strong foundation in basic mathematical skills and 
prepares students to apply mathematics in real life.  The Tuolumne County Superintendent of 
Schools or designee shall develop grade-level curricula that offer a balanced instructional 
program, including but not limited to: 
 
1. Basic mathematical skills:  quantification, basic facts, sorting and classification, and 

computational skills including addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 
fractions, decimals, squares and square roots 

 
2. Conceptual understanding:  knowledge and application of facts and definitions, 

identification of principles, understanding of relationships among mathematical 
concepts, recognition and application of signs, symbols and terms 

 
3. Problem solving:  use of mathematical concepts, skills, tools and reasoning strategies 

to formulate and solve problems in a variety of situations 
 
The mathematics program shall develop such knowledge and skills in the subject areas of 
numbers, measurement, geometry, functions, statistics and probability, logic, algebra and 
discrete mathematics.  Students should know, understand and demonstrate concepts through 
their application to classroom and real-life situations. 
 
The County Superintendent or designee shall ensure that all students have many 
opportunities to take the full range of mathematics course options. 
 
(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 
 
The County Office shall establish specific content and performance standards in 
mathematical skills, concepts and problem-solving ability for each grade level.  Students at 
risk of failing to meet performance standards shall receive additional assistance and 
intervention. 
 
(cf. 6146.1 - High School Graduation Requirements) 
 
The County Superintendent or designee shall ensure that certificated staff have opportunities 
to participate in professional development activities designed to increase their knowledge and 
skills in effective mathematics teaching practices. 
 
(cf. 4131 - Staff Development) 
 
Students shall have access to sufficient instructional materials, including manipulatives and 
technology, to support a balanced mathematics program. 
 
 
 



 BP 6142.92(b) 
 
 
MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTION  (continued) 
 
 
(cf. 6141 - Curriculum Development and Evaluation) 
(cf. 6161.1 - Selection and Evaluation of Instructional Materials) 
(cf. 6161.11 - Supplementary Instructional Materials) 
(cf. 6162.7 - Use of Technology in Instruction) 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
51210  Areas of study, grades 1 through 6 
51220  Areas of study, grades 7 through 12 
 

Management Resources: 
CDE PUBLICATIONS 
Improving Mathematics Achievement for All California Students:  The Report of the California 
Mathematics Task Force, 1995 
Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools, 1992 
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Instruction BP 6142.93 
 
SCIENCE INSTRUCTION 
 
 
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Office believes that science education 
should focus on giving students an understanding of key scientific concepts and a capacity 
for scientific ways of thinking.  Students should become familiar with the natural world and 
the interrelation of science, mathematics and technology.  As part of their science instruction, 
students should learn how to apply scientific knowledge and ways of thinking for individual 
and social purposes. 
 
(cf. 6142.92 - Mathematics Instruction) 
(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 
(cf. 6162.7 - Use of Technology in Instruction) 
 
As a matter of principle, science teachers are professionally bound to limit their teaching to 
content that meets the criteria of scientific fact, hypothesis and theory as these terms are used 
in natural sciences.  A scientific fact is an understanding based on confirmable observations 
and is subject to test and rejection.  A scientific hypothesis is an attempt to frame a question 
as a testable proposition.  A scientific theory organizes and explains a range of natural 
phenomena on the basis of facts and hypotheses.  Scientific theories are constantly subject to 
testing, modification and refutation as new evidence and new ideas emerge. 
 
Philosophical and religious theories are based, at least in part, on faith, and are not subject to 
scientific test and refutation. Such beliefs shall not be discussed in science classes, but may 
be addressed in the social science and language arts curricula. 
 
(cf. 6141.2 - Recognition of Religious Beliefs and Customs) 
(cf. 6142.91 - Reading/Language Arts Instruction) 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
51210  Areas of study, grades 1 through 6 
51220  Areas of study, grades 7 through 12 
 

Management Resources: 
CDE PUBLICATIONS 
Science Framework for California Public Schools, 1990 
SBE POLICIES 
Policy Statement on the Teaching of Natural Sciences, January 13, 1989 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy TUOLUMNE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
adopted:  May 30, 2008 Sonora, California 



Instruction BP 6143(a) 
 
COURSES OF STUDY 
 
 
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Office recognizes that a well-articulated 
sequence of courses fosters academic progress and provides for the best possible use of 
instructional time.  The County Office's course of study shall provide students with 
opportunities to attain the skills, knowledge, and abilities they need to be successful in school, 
college, and/or the workplace. 
 
(cf. 6141 - Curriculum Development and Evaluation) 
(cf. 6161.1 - Selection and Evaluation of Instructional Materials) 
 
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools or designee shall establish processes for 
ensuring the articulation of courses across grade levels within the County and, as necessary, 
shall work with representatives of appropriate area districts to ensure articulation of courses 
between elementary and secondary schools. 
 
Secondary Grades 
 
The County Office shall offer all otherwise qualified students in secondary grades a course of 
study that, upon graduation from high school, prepares them to meet the requirements and 
prerequisites for admission to California public colleges and universities and/or attain entry-
level employment skills in business or industry.  (Education Code 51228) 
 
The County Superintendent or designee shall ensure that all otherwise qualified students have 
a timely opportunity, while they are attending county-operated programs, to enroll in courses 
necessary to fulfill the requirements and prerequisites for admission to California public 
colleges and universities prior to graduation from high school.  (Education Code 51228) 
 
(cf. 5121 - Grades/Evaluation of Student Achievement) 
(cf. 6030 - Integrated Academic and Vocational Instruction) 
(cf. 6141.5 - Advanced Placement) 
(cf. 6146.1 - High School Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6162.52 - High School Exit Examination) 
(cf. 6178 - Vocational Education) 
 
In addition, the course of study for high school students shall include instruction in skills and 
knowledge for adult life and career technical training.  (Education Code 51224) 
 
The County Superintendent or designee shall maintain an accurate list of all current district 
high school courses that have been certified to meet the UC/CSU admission requirements and 
shall ensure that the list is provided annually to each student in grades 9-12 and that updated 
lists are made readily available.  (Education Code 66204) 
 
At the beginning of each school year, the County Superintendent or designee shall provide 
written notice to parents/guardians of students in grades 9-12 that, to the extent possible, shall 
not exceed one page in length and that includes all of the following:  (Education Code 51229) 
 



 BP 6143(b) 
 
 
COURSES OF STUDY  (continued) 
 
 
1. A brief explanation of the college admission requirements 
 
2. A list of the current UC and California State University (CSU) web sites that help 

students and their families learn about college admission requirements and that list 
high school courses that have been certified by UC as satisfying the requirements for 
admission to UC and CSU 

 
3. A brief description of what career technical education is, as defined by the California 

Department of Education (CDE) 
 
4. The Internet address for the portion of the web site of the CDE where students can 

learn more about career technical education 
 
5. Information about how students may meet with school teachers to help them choose 

courses that will meet college admission requirements and/or enroll in career technical 
education courses 

 
(cf. 5145.6 - Parental Notifications) 
(cf. 6164.2 - Guidance/Counseling Services) 
 
 
 
Legal Reference:  (see next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 BP 6143(c) 
 
 
COURSES OF STUDY  (continued) 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
33319.3  Driver education; CDE materials on road rage 
33540  Government and civics instruction in interaction with government agencies 
48980  Parental notifications 
51202  Instruction in personal and public health and safety 
51203  Instruction on alcohol, narcotics and restricted dangerous drugs 
51204  Course of study designed for student's needs 
51204.5  History of California; contributions of men, women and ethnic groups 
51210-51212  Areas of study for grades 1-6 
51220-51229  Course of study for grades 7-12 
51241  Exemption from physical education 
51911-51921  Comprehensive health educational plans 
51930-51939  California Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Act 
51940  Curriculum for brain and spinal cord injury prevention 
53278-53280  Supplemental School Counseling Program 
66204  Certification of high school courses as meeting university admission criteria 
HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 
11032  Definition of dangerous drugs 
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 
10020-10049  Automobile driver education and training 
10060  Physical education program 
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20 
6101-6251  School-to-Work Opportunities Act of 1994 
 

Management Resources: 
WEB SITES 
CSBA:  http://www.csba.org 
California Career Resource Network:  http://www.californiacareers.info 
California Colleges.edu:  http://www.californiacolleges.edu 
California Department of Education:  http:// www.cde.ca.gov 
University of California, Certified Course Lists:  http://doorways.ucop.edu/list 
University of California, College Prep Online Courses and Services: http://www.uccp.org 
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Instruction AR 6143(a) 
 
COURSES OF STUDY 
 
 
Grades 7-12 
 
Courses of study for grades 7 through 12 shall include the following: 
 
(cf. 6146.1 - High School Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6146.5 - Elementary/Middle School Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6162.52 - High School Exit Examination) 
 
1. English: knowledge and appreciation of literature, language and composition, and the 

skills of reading, listening, and speaking (Education Code 51220) 
 
(cf. 6142.91 - Reading/Language Arts Instruction) 
 
2. Social sciences: age-appropriate instruction drawing upon the disciplines of 

anthropology, economics, geography, history, political science, psychology and 
sociology, with instruction in:  (Education Code 51220) 
 
a. The history, resources, development, and government of California and the 

United States, including: 
 

(1) Early California history, and the role and contributions of both men and 
women, black Americans, American Indians, Mexicans, Asians, Pacific 
Island people and other ethnic groups to the economic, political and 
social development of California and the nation, with particular 
emphasis on the role of these groups in contemporary society  
(Education Code 51204.5) 

 
(2) World War II and the American role in that war and the Vietnam War, 

including the “Secret War” in Laos and role of Southeast Asians in that 
war 

 
b. The American legal system, the operation of the juvenile and adult criminal 

justice systems, and the rights and duties of citizens under the criminal and civil 
law and the state and federal constitutions 

 
c. The development of the American economic system, including the role of the 

entrepreneur and labor 
 

d. The relations of persons to their human and natural environments, including the 
wise use of natural resources (Education Code 51221) 

 
(cf. 6142.5 - Environmental Education) 
 

e. Eastern and western cultures and civilizations 
 



 AR 6143(b) 
 
 
COURSES OF STUDY  (continued) 
 

 
f. Human rights issues, with particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of 

genocide, slavery, and the Holocaust 
 
g. Contemporary issues 

 
(cf. 6141.2 - Recognition of Religious Beliefs and Customs) 
(cf. 6141.6 - Multicultural Education) 
 
3. Foreign language(s): understanding, speaking, reading, and writing, beginning not later 

than grade 7 (Education Code 51220) 
 
4. Physical education: with emphasis on physical activities conducive to health and vigor 

of body and mind, as required by Education Code 51222 (Education Code 51220) 
 
(cf. 6142.7 - Physical Education) 
 
5. Science: physical and biological aspects; emphasis on basic concepts, theories, and 

processes of scientific investigation and on the place of humans in ecological systems; 
appropriate applications of the interrelation and interdependence of the sciences 
(Education Code 51220) 

 
(cf. 6142.93 - Science Instruction) 
 
6. Mathematics: mathematical understandings, operational skills and problem-solving 

procedures; algebra (Education Code 51220, 51224.5)   
 
(cf. 6142.92 - Mathematics Instruction) 
 
7. Visual and performing arts: dance, music, theatre, and visual arts, with emphasis upon 

development of aesthetic appreciation and creative expression (Education Code 51220) 
 
(cf. 6142.6 - Visual and Performing Arts Education) 
 
8. Applied arts: consumer and homemaking education, industrial arts, general business 

education, or general agriculture (Education Code 51220) 
 
9. HIV/AIDS prevention (Education Code 51934) 
 
(cf. 6142.1 - Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction) 
 
10. Personal and public safety, accident prevention and health, including instruction in:  

(Education Code 51202, 51203)  
 
 



 AR 6143(c) 
 
 
COURSES OF STUDY  (continued) 

 
 

a. Emergency first aid, hemorrhage control, treatment for poisoning, resuscitation 
techniques, and cardiopulmonary resuscitation when appropriate equipment is 
available 

 
b. Venereal disease 

 
c. The effects of alcohol, narcotics, drugs, and tobacco upon the human body and 

upon prenatal development 
 
(cf. 5131.6 - Alcohol and Other Drugs) 
 
High schools shall offer automobile driver education that includes instruction in: 
 
1. Vehicle Code provisions and other relevant state laws (Education Code 51220) 
 
2. Proper acceptance of personal responsibility in traffic (Education Code 51220) 
 
3. Appreciation of the causes, seriousness and consequences of traffic accidents 

(Education Code 51220) 
 
4. Knowledge and attitudes necessary for the safe operation of motor vehicles (Education 

Code 51220) 
 
5. The safe operation of motorcycles (Education Code 51220) 
 
6. The dangers involved in consuming alcohol or drugs in connection with the operation 

of a motor vehicle (Education Code 51220.1) 
 
7. The rights and duties of a motorist pertaining to pedestrians and the rights and duties of 

pedestrians pertaining to traffic laws and traffic safety (Education Code 51220.4) 
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Instruction BP 6144 
 
CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
 
 
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Office believes that students should have 
opportunities to discuss controversial issues which have political, social or economic 
significance and which the students are mature enough to investigate and address.  The study 
of a controversial issue should help students learn how to gather and organize pertinent facts, 
discriminate between fact and fiction, draw intelligent conclusions and respect the opinions 
of others. 
 
The County Office expects teachers to exercise caution and discretion when deciding 
whether or not a particular issue is suitable for study or discussion in any particular class.  
Teachers should not spend class time on any topic which they feel is not suitable for the class 
or related to the established course of study. 
 
The County Office also expects teachers to ensure that all sides of a controversial issue are 
impartially presented, with adequate and appropriate factual information.  Without promoting 
any partisan point of view, the teacher should help students separate fact from opinion and 
warn them against drawing conclusions from insufficient data.  The teacher shall not 
suppress any student's view on the issue as long as its expression is not malicious or abusive 
toward others. 
 
Teachers sponsoring guest speakers shall either ask them not to use their position or 
influence on students to forward their own religious, political, economic or social views or 
shall take active steps to neutralize whatever bias has been presented. 
 
(cf. 1312.1 - Complaints Concerning District Employees) 
(cf. 1312.2 - Complaints Concerning Instructional Materials) 
(cf. 5145.2 - Freedom of Speech/Expression) 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
51510  Prohibited study or supplemental materials 
51511  Religious matters properly included in courses of study 
51530  Prohibition and definition re advocating or teaching communism with intent to indoctrinate 
51933  Sex education courses 
60040  Portrayal of cultural and racial diversity 
60044  Prohibited instructional materials 
60045  Required to be accurate, objective, current, and suited to needs and comprehension at 
respective grade levels 
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Instruction AR 6144 
 
CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
 
 
Controversial issues may be discussed in the classroom, provided that: 
 
1. The issue is related to the course of study and provides opportunities for critical 

thinking, for developing tolerance, and for understanding conflicting points of view. 
 
2. The issue has a meaningful relationship to matters of concern to the students. 
 
3. Available information about the issue is sufficient to allow alternative points of view 

to be discussed and evaluated on a factual basis. 
 
4. All sides of the issue are given a proper hearing, using established facts as primary 

evidence. 
 
5. The issue has points of view which can be understood and defined by the students. 
 
6. The teacher does not use his/her position to forward his/her own religious, political, 

economic or social bias.  The teacher may express a personal opinion if he/she 
identifies it as such and does not express the opinion for the purpose of persuading 
students to his/her point of view. 

 
7. Discussion or study of the issue is instigated by the students or by the established 

curriculum, but not by a source outside of the schools. 
 
8. The discussion does not reflect adversely upon persons because of their race, sex, 

color, creed, national origin, ancestry, handicap or occupation. 
 
9. The oral or written presentation does not violate state or federal law. 
 
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools or designee shall have the authority to 
judge whether the above conditions are being met. 
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Instruction BP 6145.8(a) 
 
ASSEMBLIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
 
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Office believes that assemblies and special 
events should promote a positive school climate and be related to the County Office's 
educational program.  Assemblies may provide information that supplements the County 
Office's curriculum or may showcase student achievement in academics, athletics, music, art, 
or drama. 
 
(cf. 5137 - Positive School Climate) 
(cf. 6000 - Concepts and Roles) 
(cf. 6115 - Ceremonies and Observances) 
(cf. 6142.6 - Visual and Performing Arts Education) 
(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 
 
The principal/program administrator shall ensure that speakers and community resources 
featured in school assemblies and special events are carefully selected and represent a 
balanced viewpoint.  Prospective speakers shall agree to present material of educational 
relevance that is appropriate to the maturity of the audience, with no statements that are 
obscene, vulgar, or that incite violence.  
 
(cf. 5145.2 - Freedom of Speech/Expression) 
(cf. 6141.2 - Recognition of Religious Beliefs and Customs) 
(cf. 6142.1 - Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction) 
(cf. 6144 - Controversial Issues) 
 
The principal/program administrator shall schedule assemblies and special events so as to 
maximize the effectiveness of instructional time and to satisfy the requirements of law and 
negotiated agreements.   
 
(cf. 6111 - School Calendar) 
(cf. 6112 - School Day) 
 
During the assembly, students shall show respect to all performers and speakers.  Students 
who disrupt the program shall lose the privilege of attending the assembly and may be subject 
to disciplinary action. 
 
(cf. 5131.4 - Student Disturbances) 
(cf. 5131 - Conduct) 
(cf. 5144 - Discipline) 
(cf. 5144.1 - Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: (see next page) 
 
 
 
 
 



 BP 6145.8(b) 
 
 
ASSEMBLIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS (continued) 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
37200-37202 School calendar  
37220-37223 Holidays 
46010  Total days of attendance  
46100  Length of schoolday  
48980  Notice at beginning of term  
51202  Instruction in personal and public health and safety  
51240  Excuse from instruction due to religious beliefs  
51513  Materials containing questions about beliefs or practices  
51930-51939  Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Education Act 
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Instruction BP 6146.11(a) 
 
ALTERNATIVE CREDITS TOWARD GRADUATION 
 
 
In order to meet individual student needs and encourage all students to complete their high 
school education, the Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Office desires to provide 
flexibility in the completion of prescribed courses in accordance with law. 
 
(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 
(cf. 6146.1 - High School Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6146.3 - Reciprocity of Academic Credit) 
(cf. 6200 - Adult Education) 
 
With the active involvement of parents/guardians, administrators, teachers, and students, the 
County Office shall adopt alternative means for students to complete the prescribed course of 
study required for high school graduation.  These alternative means shall be made available to 
students, parents/guardians, and the public.  (Education Code 51225.3)  
 
(cf.1220 – Citizen Advisory Committees) 
(cf. 6020 – Parent Involvement)  
 
Students may fulfill any course requirement for graduation through the following: 
 
1. Practical demonstration of skills and competencies (Education Code 51225.3) 
 
(cf. 6155 - Challenging Courses by Examinations) 
 
2. Supervised work experience or other outside school experience in accordance with 

Education Code 51760.3 and 5 CCR 1635 (Education Code 51225.3) 
 
(cf. 6178.1 - Work Experience Education) 
 
3. Independent study  (Education Code 51225.3) 
 
(cf. 6158 - Independent Study) 
 
4. Credit earned at a postsecondary institution (Education Code 48800, 51225.3) 
 
5. Private instruction in accordance with 5 CCR1631 
 
6. Correspondence instruction from a California university or college accredited for 

teacher training in accordance with 5 CCR 1633 (Education Code 51740-51741) 
 
7. To satisfy the County Office’s driver education and training requirement, a program 

approved by the Department of Motor Vehicles which offers driver education and 
behind-the-wheel instruction through a driving school or licensed independent driving 
instructor in accordance with Vehicle Code 12814.6 

 
(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 
 



BP 6146.11(b) 
ALTERNATIVE CREDITS TOWARD GRADUATION  (continued) 
 
 
8. For credit toward the County Office’s physical education requirement, participation in 

activities and athletic programs carried on wholly or partially after regular school hours 
(Education Code 51242) 

 
9. For credit toward the County Office’s foreign language requirement, foreign language 

studies successfully completed in a private school in accordance with 5 CCR 1632  
(Education Code 51243) 

 
Upon receiving advance, written application by the student or his/her parent/guardian, the 
Superintendent or designee shall determine whether completion of the proposed alternative 
means would satisfy course requirements for graduation and what documentation shall be 
required, if any, to verify the student's successful completion. The Superintendent or designee 
shall make the final determination as to whether the student's completion of an alternative 
means is sufficient to satisfy the County Office's graduation requirements.  
 
As appropriate, the Superintendent or designee shall determine the grade to be assigned to 
students for the completion of any of the above alternative means.  When a grade is assigned 
by a private school, postsecondary institution, or other educational institution for completion 
of coursework, that same grade shall be awarded by the County Office provided that the 
Superintendent or designee has determined the alternative course to be substantially equivalent 
to a County Office course.  
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
35160  Authority of governing boards 
35160.1  Broad authority of school districts 
48645.5  Course credit, juvenile court schools 
48800-48802  Attendance at community college; advanced education 
51220  Areas of study; grades 7-12 
51225.3  Requirements for graduation 
51241-51246   Exemptions from requirements 
51440  Veterans’ education, evaluation and credit toward high school graduation 
51740-51741  Authority to provide instruction by correspondence 
51760-51769.5  Work experience education 
VEHICLE CODE 
12814.6  Teen driver’s act 
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 
1600-1635 Alternative credit 
 

Management Resources: 
WEB SITES 
California Department of Education:  http://www.cde.ca.gov 
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Instruction AR 6146.11(a) 
 
ALTERNATIVE CREDITS TOWARD GRADUATION 
 
Definitions 
 
A semester period is one period of 40 to 60 minutes of instructional time per week throughout 
one semester of at least 17 weeks, or a minimum of 12 clock hours of instructional time 
provided during the academic year or in summer school. While the content to be covered is 
planned within these time frames, a student may be granted one semester period of credit even 
though the student spends less than the aforementioned amount of time in completing the 
necessary work.  (5 CCR 1600) 
 
Private Instruction 
 
A student who is regularly enrolled and in attendance at a high school shall receive credit 
toward high school graduation for private instruction under the following conditions:  (5 CCR 
1631) 
 
1.    The instruction entails fields and subjects included in the high school's courses of study 
and curricula. 
 
2.    The student demonstrates his/her capabilities at the beginning and at the end of the period 
of private instruction by examination(s) given under the school's supervision, thereby showing 
that he/she has made progress in learning satisfactory to the school. 
 
Correspondence Instruction 
 
Prior to registering for a correspondence course, the student or his/her parent/guardian shall 
obtain verification from the Superintendent or designee that the course is essentially equivalent 
to the high school curriculum and meets County Office graduation requirements. The number 
of semester credits assigned to the course shall be determined before the student begins 
coursework. 
 
The County Office shall grant credit toward graduation for correspondence instruction if all of 
the following conditions are met:  (Education Code 51740, 51741; 5 CCR 1633) 
 
1.    The correspondence instruction is provided by the University of California, or other 
university or college in California accredited for teacher training, in subjects included within 
or related to the student's course of study. 
 
2.    The student is, for good reason, unable to take the course of study offered in the school. 
 
3.    The Superintendent or designee determines the number of semester periods to be credited 
for successful completion of a particular correspondence course. 
 
 
 
 



AR 6146.11(b) 
ALTERNATIVE CREDITS TOWARD GRADUATION  (continued) 
 
 
4.    No more than 40 total semester periods of correspondence instruction are credited to a 
student towards graduation. 
 
Private Foreign Language Instruction 
 
The County Office shall grant credit for foreign language studies successfully completed in a 
private school and shall apply the credit toward meeting any foreign language requirement 
prescribed for grades 9-12, provided that all of the following conditions are met:  (Education 
Code 51243-51245; 5 CCR 1632) 
 
1.    The courses are in languages designated in Education Code 51244. 
 
2.    The student is regularly enrolled or applying to the County Office in grades 9-12. 
 
3.    The student or his/her parent/guardian applies in writing for the credit, specifies the 
private school attended and the amount and level of credit requested, and submits a transcript 
or other documents from the private school showing that the student successfully completed 
the course. 
 
4.    The amount of credit sought equals at least one semester's work. 
 
5.    The principal or designee determines that the student's achievement is equivalent to that 
expected of a student of comparable ability taking the same or similar instruction in County 
Office schools.  This determination shall be based upon the private school's report of a test 
developed by the private school in cooperation with the County Office or, if the private school 
is located outside the County Office jurisdiction, the principal or designee may use a test given 
by a public school or other evidence which he/she deems appropriate. 
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Instruction BP 6146.2 
 
CERTIFICATE OF PROFICIENCY/HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY 
 
 
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools Office desires that every student have the 
opportunity to earn a high school diploma through successful completion of class work and 
examination. However, when a student is unable to do so, the County Office encourages 
completion of an alternative program that allows him/her to obtain an equivalent certificate.  
 
(cf. 5147 - Dropout Prevention) 
(cf. 6146.1 - High School Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6162.52 - High School Exit Examination) 
(cf. 6200 - Adult Education) 
 
Eligible persons may obtain a certificate of proficiency or a high school equivalency certificate 
in accordance with law, County Office policy and administrative regulation. 
  
The Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools or designee shall make information 
available to interested persons regarding the eligibility and examination requirements of each 
program.   
 
(cf. 6164.2 - Guidance/Counseling Services) 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
48400-48403  Persons subject to compulsory continuation education 
48410  Persons exempt from continuation classes 
48412  Certificate of proficiency; examination fees 
48413  Enrollment in continuation classes 
48414  Reenrollment in district 
51420-51427  High school equivalency certificate 
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 
11520-11523 Proficiency examination and certificate   
11530-11532  High school equivalency certificate (GED) 
 

Management Resources: 
CDE PUBLICATIONS 
Adult Education Handbook for California, 1997 
WEB SITES 
CDE, GED Office:  http://www.cde.ca.gov/ged 
CDE, High School Proficiency: http://www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/chspe 
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Instruction AR 6146.2(a) 
 
CERTIFICATE OF PROFICIENCY/HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY 
 
 
Certificate of Proficiency 
 
The principal/program administrator of each school maintaining grades 11 and 12 shall 
distribute to each student in those grades an announcement explaining the California High 
School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE). When announcements from the California 
Department of Education (CDE) or its contractor are received, this information shall be 
distributed early enough to enable interested students to register for the test to be given in the 
fall of that year.  (5 CCR 11523) 
 
(cf. 5145.6 - Parental Notifications) 
 
Any student may take the CHSPE if he/she meets one of the following conditions:  (Education 
Code 48412) 
 
1. Is age 16 or older 
 
2. Has been enrolled in the 10th grade for one school year or longer 
 
3. Will complete one school year of enrollment in 10th grade at the end of the semester 

during which the CHSPE will be administered 
 
If a student receives the proficiency certificate, the district shall indicate the student's 
accomplishment and the date of the proficiency certificate award on the student's official 
transcript.  (5 CCR 11521) 
 
(cf. 5125 - Student Records) 
 
Upon request, the Superintendent or designee shall provide a form for obtaining 
parent/guardian consent for exemption from compulsory school attendance by students ages 16 
and 17 who have demonstrated proficiency. The form shall contain at least the following 
information:  (5 CCR 11522) 
 
1. A general explanation of the student's rights of exemption from compulsory attendance 

and of re-enrollment in the public schools 
 
2. The date of issuance of the certificate of proficiency 
 
3. The signature of the parent/guardian and the date 
 
4. The signature of the school administrator who has personally confirmed the 

authenticity of the parent/guardian's signature and the date 
 
(cf. 5112.1 - Exemptions from Attendance) 
 
 



 AR 6146.2(b) 
 
 
CERTIFICATE OF PROFICIENCY/HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY  (continued) 
 
 
If a student age 16 or 17 terminates his/her enrollment after receiving the high school 
proficiency certificate, he/she may re-enroll in the district with no adverse consequences. If 
he/she subsequently terminates enrollment again, he/she may be denied re-enrollment until the 
beginning of the following semester. (Education Code 48414) 
 
High School Equivalency Certificate/GED 
 
Any person is eligible to take the General Educational Development test leading to a high 
school equivalency certificate if he/she is a resident of California or a member of the armed 
forces assigned to duty in California and meets any one of the following criteria:  (Education 
Code 51420; 5 CCR 11532) 
 
1. Is 18 years of age or older, or within 60 days of his/her 18th birthday, regardless of 

enrollment status 
 
2. Is not currently enrolled in school and is within 60 days of when he/she would have 

graduated from high school had he/she remained in school and followed the usual 
course of study 

 
3. Is 17 years of age, has been out of school for at least 60 consecutive days, and provides 

a letter of request for the test from the military, a postsecondary educational institution, 
or a prospective employer 

 
4. Is 17 years of age, has accumulated fewer than 100 units of high school credit, is 

confined to a state or county hospital or to an institution maintained by a state or 
county correctional facility, and meets other criteria listed in 5 CCR 11532 
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Instruction BP 6146.3 
 
RECIPROCITY OF ACADEMIC CREDIT 
 
 
To determine whether students transferring into the County Office have met County Office 
course requirements, the Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools or designee shall 
establish procedures to evaluate the comparability of courses and/or students’ understanding of 
course content. Such procedures shall include methods for determining the number of years of 
school attendance, the specific courses completed by the student and the value of credits 
earned. 
 
(cf. 5111 - Admission) 
(cf. 5117 - Interdistrict Attendance) 
(cf. 5121 - Grades/Evaluation of Student Achievement) 
(cf. 6011 - Academic Standards) 
(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 
(cf. 6146.1 - High School Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6146.11 - Alternative Credits Toward Graduation) 
(cf. 6146.2 - Certificate of Proficiency/High School Equivalency) 
(cf. 6146.4 - Differential Graduation and Competency Requirements) 
(cf. 6146.5 - Elementary/Middle School Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6162.5 - Student Assessment) 
 
The County Office shall accept for credit full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed by 
students while attending a public school, a juvenile court school or nonpublic nonsectarian 
school or agency.  (Education Code 48645.5) 
 
(cf. 6159.2 - Nonpublic, Nonsectarian School and Agency Services for Special Education) 
(cf. 6173 - Education for Homeless Children) 
(cf. 6173.1 - Education for Foster Youth) 
 
Pending evaluation of the transferring student’s academic performance, the student shall be 
placed at the grade level reached prior to enrollment in the County Office.  Within 30 days of 
enrollment, the principal/program administrator or designee shall complete the evaluation and 
determine the student’s appropriate grade placement. 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
35160  Authority of governing boards 
35160.1  Broad authority of school districts 
47612.5  Charter schools operations, general requirements 
48011  Admission from kindergarten or other school 
48645.5 Coursework completed in public school, juvenile court school or nonpublic nonsectarian school 
51225.3  Requirements for graduation 
51228  Minimum curriculum standards 
60605  Academic content and performance standards; assessments 
60641-60649  Standardized Testing and Reporting Program 
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Instruction AR 6146.3(a) 
 
RECIPROCITY OF ACADEMIC CREDIT 
 
 
Definitions 
 
An "accredited" school is one that has received accreditation by the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges (WASC) or other statewide or regional commissions or, in the case of a 
school outside California, by the equivalent governmental or other regional accrediting 
agency in that jurisdiction. 
 
Transfers from Accredited Schools 
 
Students transferring into the County Office from an accredited school shall receive full 
academic credit for previously completed courses when the sending district verifies that the 
student has satisfactorily completed those courses. 
 
(cf. 6011 - Academic Standards) 
(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 
(cf. 6146.1 - High School Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6146.11 - Alternative Credits Toward Graduation) 
(cf. 6146.2 - Certificate of Proficiency/High School Equivalency) 
(cf. 6146.5 - Elementary/Middle School Graduation Requirements) 
 
Transfers from Non-Accredited Schools 
 
When a student transfers from any non-accredited private, public, alternative, home or 
charter school, academic credit shall be subject to approval by the principal/program 
administrator or designee at the enrolling school. Credits transferred from these schools shall 
be fully accepted when there is evidence that the course work completed is equivalent to 
similar courses offered in this County Office. 
 
(cf. 0420.4 - Charter Schools) 
(cf. 6181 - Alternative Schools) 
 
The principal/program administrator or designee at the enrolling school/program site shall be 
responsible for determining which of the student's credits are equivalent to County Office 
requirements. Guidelines for determining equivalency shall be developed by representative 
certificated staff familiar with the County Office's academic standards and graduation 
requirements. 
 
In determining equivalency, the principal/program administrator and/or designated 
certificated staff representative may consider one or more of the following: 
 
1. A review of the description of academic content and time requirements of the course 

work completed by the student compared to academic content and time requirements 
at the enrolling school/program site 

 
 



 AR 6146.3(b) 
 
 
RECIPROCITY OF ACADEMIC CREDIT  (continued) 
 
 
2. Verification by teacher observation, once the student has been placed in a course, that 

the student has reached a level of preparation consistent with his/her placement in that 
course 
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